
Tax Controversy 

SouthBank Legal boasts one of the nation’s premier tax 
controversy practices, headed by two former senior leaders 
at the U.S. Department of Justice in the Tax Division’s 
Appellate Section.

We represent businesses in high-stakes tax litigation across the country 
involving a range of challenging issues. Our attorneys also help clients resolve tax 
controversies without litigation, whether in audits or before the IRS’s Office of 
Appeals. Outside of current controversies, we help clients evaluate tax issues that 
may impact them in the future. On our clients’ behalf, we monitor and influence 
tax-law developments and strategically advance tax-related objectives.

Read more about our results  
and team at SouthBank.Legal

Tax Controversy Lead Attorneys

Tiernan Kane
tkane@southbank.legal

A graduate of Harvard Law School with 

a Notre Dame Ph.D. in political science, 

Tiernan has experience at every stage 

of litigation and in a wide range of cases 

under state and federal law, including 

appeals of multimillion-dollar verdicts.

Joseph Nawrocki
jnawrocki@southbank.legal

A graduate of Yale Law School, Joseph 

represents companies and individuals in 

high-stakes proceedings before federal 

and state courts and arbitration tribunals 

across the country.

Nate Pollock 
npollock@southbank.legal

Francesca Ugolini 
fugolini@southbank.legal

Nate has deep government experience 

and a recognized talent for getting to 

the heart of legal issues and crisply 

communicating winning arguments.  

Francesca served over 22 years in the 

government litigating its most complex 

and high-dollar tax cases involving the 

full range of issues affecting businesses 

and individuals.

Our tax work includes litigation in the United States Tax Court and other 
federal courts and representing clients in IRS proceedings. For example,  
we represent:

One of the nation’s most prominent providers of private equity 
investments involving tax deductions for conservation easement donations 
of ecologically valuable land in high-profile Tax Court litigation.

One of the country’s largest providers of private equity investments 
involving tax deductions for historic preservation easements in Tax  
Court litigation.

Small and midsize businesses that qualify for and claimed the employee 
retention tax credit but have not been paid and have decided to  
file suit in federal court to obtain their credits.

Businesses challenging multimillion-dollar income tax deficiencies and 
seeking credits based on the IRS’s erroneous denials of business deductions.

About SouthBank Legal 
SouthBank Legal is a business law firm driven by  
a tireless commitment to client success. We stand 
out for the quality of our team, the value of our 
insights, the level of our client service, and the 
significance of our results.

The tax controversy practice  
“has a unique perspective, creative 
problem solving, [and an] intense 
and inherent passion for the subject 
matter of their practice.”
Third Party | Chambers USA Guide 2025

Boston 617-213-6890 
Indiana 574-968-0760
Michigan 616-466-7629
Washington, D.C. 202-904-2410
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